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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 2026 
Baptism of Charlie Jo Sarp 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Love everyone. 
I’ll sort them out later.” 

+God 



WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP! 
 

• It is a joy to welcome our visitors!  Please sign the guest book in the 
Communication Center at the rear of the church, to the right as you exit, 
and take a Welcome Packet which is filled with information about Harrold 
Zion.  Please introduce yourself to the pastor as you leave worship.  We 
hope you return soon! Follow us on social media! 

• Communication Center- Children’s bags, books, and puzzles can be 
found in the Communication Center” 

• There is a prayer request book on a podium in the Welcome Center.  
Please write name(s) in the book prior to the service to have names 
included in the prayers. 

• Large print bulletins are available from any usher for those needing 
them. 

• Hearing devices are available from any usher for those needing them. 
• An AED machine can be found on the wall after the Ladies Room on the 

left. First Aid Kits can be found: On top shelf in Communication Center 
at the rear of the church, in hallway near the women's room, in the church 
office, on the mailbox in the library, and downstairs near the kitchen.   

• Receiving Holy Communion - We believe the body and blood of Christ 
to be truly present in the bread and wine.  All who are baptized are 
invited to share in this meal.  Please come forward at the usher's 
direction.  Non-communing children may come forward for a blessing.  If 
you desire communion in the pew, please inform one of the ushers so that 
you may receive communion there 

Our MISSION 

To Worship and Serve God, 
Grow Disciples and Love our Neighbors 

Our Vision 
Building Faith that’s Open, Affirming, Authentic, 

Positive, Inviting, and that Serves Others 
 
GATHERING – We are brought together to remember who and whose we are. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude: Let There Be Peace on Earth (Miller/Jackson) 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for ref lection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. And also be with you. 
Let us share a sign of peace with one another. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  # 399 O Holy Spirit, Root of life 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

 



 



The Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your 
children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who 
live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.      Please be seated. 
 
WORD – We experience the bread of God’s teachings. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 
 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first, and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: 86:11-17 
 11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
  and glorify your name forevermore.  
 13 For great is your love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent  

people seeks my life; 
  they have not set you before their eyes. 
 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 



 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of  

your handmaid. 
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate  

me may see it and be put to shame; 
  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 8 12-25 
 18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to 
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together 
the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 
is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation (You are invited to stand.) 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 13 24-30, 36-43 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord 



24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while 
everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and 
then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said 
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for 
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let 
both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be 
at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day (WOV #753) You are the Seed      (2 pages) 

 



 



Holy Baptism 
Introduction 
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather at the font with the minister. 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
Baptismal Party Gathering: #781 Children of the Heavenly Father 
Children of the heav’nly Father safely in his bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. 
 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us 
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with 
all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 

Presentation for Baptism 
Sponsors present the candidate for baptism. 
I present  Charlie Jo Sarp for baptism. 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 
do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do 
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 

to live with her among God’s faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that your child may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith 
as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, 



and to help her live in the covenant of baptism 
and in communion with the church? 
Response: I do 
People of God, do you promise to support Charlie Jo Sarp and pray for her in 
her new life in Christ? 
We do.  The assembly stands. 
Profession of Faith 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Thanksgiving at the Font 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, 
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you set us free from the power of sin and death 
and raise us up to live in you. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 
that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
Baptism 
The assembly may be seated. The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. 
Water is poured on the candidate’s head, as the presiding minister says: 

Charlie Jo Sarp,  I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
You belong to Christ, 
in whom you have been baptized. 
Alleluia. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give your daughters and sons new birth, 
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for 
each: 
Sustain Charlie Jo Sarp with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 



the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the 
newly baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is 
made, the minister says: 
Charlie Jo Sarp child of God, 
you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
Welcome 
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young 
child) as a representative of the congregation says: 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
Baptismal Song #456 Baptized in Water 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
(petitions)…Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
(prayer concludes)…Amen.   (Please be seated.) 
 
Offering        Our Secure Giving Page: 
Berceuse (Schumann) 
  
MEAL – We are nourished to be the body of Christ in the world. 



Offertory:  (You are invited to stand.) 

 
Offering prayer 
Let us pray together. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our 
hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 



Great Thanksgiving Dialogue, Proper Preface, and Sanctus 

Proper Preface: It is indeed…and join their unending hymn: 



Eucharistic Prayer (IX) 
Holy God,…with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless…into the future. We bless you, O God. 
We give you…with us now. We thank you, O God. 
In the night…mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We pray…without end. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking the Bread and Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!  Please be seated. 
 
Lamb of God 

 



The proclamation is shared for those communing at home (online) or in pew with an 
all-in-one kit. 
 

Sharing the elements: 
The Body of Christ given for you.  The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
Each person may respond: 
Amen. 
 

The leaders share Holy Communion. 
The assembly is invited to come forward by the direction of the ushers by the center 
aisle and receive Holy communion, then return via the side aisle. (Sunday: You may 
receive at the floor stations or around the altar.) 
 

Communion hymns: 
#793 Be thou, My Vision 
#625 Come, We That Love the Lord 
 
SENDING – We are set out to share hope and make disciples. 
 
 

Post-Communion Blessing You are invited to stand. 
The assembly responds: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray together: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and 
wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen 
us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn #694 Sing to the Lord of Harvest 
 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. We will! 
Postlude:  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (Wood) 
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WE THANK TODAY’S SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Acolytes Abigal Eckles 
Lector: Deb Mertz  
Communion Assistants: Deb Mertz- Host, Mandy Kanouff, Lloyd Fait 
Ushers: Sue Ernette, Dale Mertz  
Altar Guild: Ann Wineman, Lori Farrell 
 
The Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Lorraine Cochenour, by Bill Cochenour.  
 

The Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of Faye 
Campbells’ Birthday by Karen & Denny Henry. 
 

The Rose on the Altar is given to the glory of God and in honor of Ronnie 
(Brown’s) Birthday!  Love Mom.  
 

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT to fill out a “communion card” for each person if 
you have not done so this year.  They can be found in the pew rack in front of 
you.  Please place the completed card in the offering plate.   
 
 

If your young one is showing an interest in Holy Communion, the next 
First Communion Session is July 22nd at 6:30pm. We will begin in the 
Meeting Room (near the elevator). 
 

Our Next Harrold Zion Hempfield Manor Hymn Sing is July 22 at 
10am. All are invited to sing some classic hymns with the residents. Pastor 
Andrew will share Holy Communion. Lori Farrell is on keyboard for this 
continuing monthly ministry. 
 
 

Please be sure to let Pastor Fitch know if you are in the hospital or have a 
scheduled surgery or procedure and let him know if you would like a visit or 
special/private prayers. It is often helpful to share this outside of the receiving 
line with a text, call, or with a note. 

https://www.onelicense.net/my-reports/manage/452905/4487099
https://www.onelicense.net/my-reports/manage/452905/4487099
https://www.onelicense.net/my-reports/manage/452905/4487099


OFFICE Hours  M-TH 9:00 AM –2:00 PM,   FRIDAY 9:00AM- NOON  
 
SUNDAY 
8:00 am Worship 
9:15am Donuts and Divine Disc. 
10:30 am Worship 
2:00 pm Soc Hall Reserved  
MONDAY 
7:00 pm Worship & Music  
TUESDAY 
7:30 pm Prayer Walk in Swede Hill  
WEDNESDAY 

10:00 am Hymn Sing Hemp. Manor 
6:30 pm First Holy Communion 
     Meeting room  
THURSDAY  
6:00 pm Investment Meeting 
FRIDAY  
7:00 pm Youth Group Grade 7-9 
SATURDAY   
8:00 am Sanctuary Reserved 

 5:00 pm Worship 
 
 
 
 

We welcome our new members: Chuck Eckert, Andy & Gretchen 
Phipps!  
 
Donuts and Divine Discussion – during Faith Formation hour – starting 
around 9:15am for each Sunday in July and 8/2. We will talk about what 
it means to be a Lutheran today, understanding your Bible better, and other 
topics as announced! 
 

Women’s Bible Study Summer bible study will be held in July and August. 
The Bible study will be held the second Wednesday of each month: July 8th and 
August 12th at Zion’s in Greensburg. Located in Greensburg at the corner of 
Pennsylvania Ave. and Second St. Please use the second street door (there is 
one step) Doors will be open at 5:30 with light refreshments and be followed by 
our Bible Study at 6 pm and conclude at 7 pm. We will collect Change for a 
Change to support our Synods Designated outreach: “Reagan’s Journey.” -
Arlene Hawk President of the Women of the ELCA at Zion’s. 
 
From Carson: This week: 
Prayer Walk: On July 21st at 7:30pm, the HZLC youth, families, and everyone 
who wants to come will be gathering at Swede Hill Park for a Prayer Walk. As 
we walk the track, you are invited to pray for others, your church community, 
your neighborhoods and town, the state, the nation, and the whole world. The 
walk will be at your own pace. Feel free to stop to meditate, 



reflect, and read Scripture if you are so called. No snacks will be provided, so 
please bring your own water—and wear comfortable shoes! 
Youth Group: Our second youth group gathering of the summer will be on 
July 24th at 7:00pm. We will continue our discussion on Jesus’ parables, using 
AJ Levine’s book as a helpful guide. We will play games, share laughs, and eat 
some yummy food! Youth in grades 7-9 are invited—and bring a friend! 
Summer Picnic & Slip-n-Slide Day: July 28th  
Common Threads and Thrivent will be sponsoring a church and community 
picnic on Tuesday, July 28th starting at 5:30 PM. Thrivent will be 
providing Fried Chicken, Hotdogs, chips, fruit, and other picnic 
favorites.  There will be Sno-Cones served for young and old 
alike.  It wouldn’t be a summer at HZLC if we didn’t bring out the Slip-n-Slide! 
Join us for the picnic and then have fun getting wet and sliding down the 
hill.  We will have other water games available too.  Everyone of all ages 
is welcome to come. Bring a friend!  
 

ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP 
Altar Flowers: July 18,19 (1 Vases), July 25,26 (2 Vases) August 1,2 (2 Vases), 
August 8,9 (2 Vases), August 15,16 (2 Vases)) 
Roses July 18,19 (2 Roses), July 25,26 (2 Roses) August 1,2 (2 Roses), August 
8,9 (2 Roses) August 15,16 (2 Roses) 
Candle: July 18,19, July 25,26, August 1,2 August 8,9, August 15,16   
Bulletin: July 18, 19, July 25,26, August 1,2, August 8,9, August 15,16          
           To sponsor items, please sign up in the Communication Center 
 
 

Church Staff and Office – 724-837-7327 
Rev. Andrew Fitch, Pastor      570-768-8455           pastorfitch@outlook.com  
Rev. Carson Hollis, Dir. of Youth & Family Min.      rev.carson.hollis.@gmail.com 
Robyn Henry, Secretary                      robynhzlc@gmail.com 
Debby Schlegel, Custodian 
Joanne Gebhardt, Sunday Organist                
Lavanya Baid, Saturday Pianist 
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