Harrold Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
The Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 12, 2025 - 10:30 AM
Baptism of Clara Jane Wilber




WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP!

It is a joy to welcome our visitors! Please sign the guest book in the
Communication Center at the rear of the church, to the right as you exit,
and take a Welcome Packet which is filled with information about Harrold
Zion. Please introduce yourself to the pastor as you leave worship. We
hope you return soon! Follow us on social media!

Children’s bags are available in the Narthex.

There is a prayer request book on a podium in the Welcome Center.
Please write name(s) in the book prior to the service to have names
included in the prayers.

Large print bulletins are available from any usher for those needing
them.

Hearing devices are available from any usher for those needing them.
An AED machine can be found on the wall after the Ladies Room on the
left.

Receiving Holy Communion - We believe the body and blood of Christ
to be present in the bread and wine. All who are baptized are invited to
share in this meal. Please come forward at the usher's direction. Non-
communing children may come forward for a blessing. If you desire
communion in the pew, please inform one of the ushers so that you may
receive communion there.

Our MISSION
To Worship and Serve God,
Grow Disciples and Love our Neighbors
Our Vision
Building Faith that’s Open, Affirming, Authentic,
Positive, Inviting, and that Serves Others.



GATHERING - We are brought together to remember who and whose we are.

Welcome and Announcements

The Prelude  Baptized in Water / Morning has Broken Hughes

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins. You are invited to stand, as able.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, our creator, our protector, our
wellspring of life. Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection. You may kneel or sit.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the
ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the
needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one
another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are
mine.” In +*+ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen. You are invited to stand, as able

Gathering Hymn #456 Baptized in Water

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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The Prayer of the Day

Let us pray together. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism
with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all
who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we
may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading:: Isaiah 43:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.
' But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for [ have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
>When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
*For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
[ give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
“ Because you are precious in my sight
and honored and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for | am with you;
[ will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west [ will gather you;
°I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
"everyone who is called by my name,




whom [ created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem: Borning Cry

Psalm: 29
! Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
> Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name,;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
®The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
°The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
1The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
'O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

Y Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. * The two went down and
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit '® (for as yet the Spirit
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus). ' Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.




The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Holy Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

> As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, '° John answered all
of them by saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more powerful
than [ is coming; [ am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '” His winnowing fork is in his hand to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

* Now when all the people were baptized and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, ** and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” The
Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day # 451 We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus




HOLY BAPTISM WITH AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Introduction

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather at the font together with those
making public affirmation of baptism and with the ministers. The assembly may be
seated.

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with
all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.
Presentation for Baptism
Sponsors for each candidate for baptism, in turn, present the candidates.
[ present Clara Jane Wilber for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children
who are not able to answer for themselves.
Called by the Holy Spirit,
trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ?
Response: 1do
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with her among God’s faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that your child may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: 1 do
The presiding minister addresses sponsors of candidates for baptism.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this person in the Christian faith




as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?

Response: 1 do

Presentation for Affirmation of Baptism

The presiding minister may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation of baptism.
A sponsor or another representative of the congregation presents those making
affirmation.

[ present _Sara and David Wilber, who desire to make public affirmation

of their baptism.

The presiding minister may continue with prayer for those making affirmation.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and brother,

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.

You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts
and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to
new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

The assembly stands.

Profession of Faith

The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism, the parents and sponsors of
young children who are to be baptized and those making public affirmation of
baptism. The assembly may join in the responses.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response: | renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: | renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: | renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?




I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Affirmation of Baptism
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.
Sisters and brothers who are affirming baptism today:
You have made public profession of your faith.
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Response: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.
People of God,
do you promise to support those who are baptized today,
and those making public affirmation of their baptism,
and to pray for them in their life in Christ?




We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Thanksgiving at the Font

The presiding minister leads the following or another form of the thanksgiving.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family,

and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection

you set us free from the power of sin and death

and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word,

that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Baptism

The assembly may be seated. The presiding minister baptizes each candidate.

Water is poured on the candidate’s head, as the presiding minister says:
Clara Jane, I baptize you in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

You belong to Christ,

in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.

The presiding minister continues.

Let us pray.



We give you thanks, O God,
that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give your daughters and sons new birth,
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for
each:
Sustain _Clara Jane with the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the newly
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made,
the minister says:
Clara Jane, child of God,
you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
The presiding minister may also pray for those making affirmation of baptism.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,
that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
The presiding minister may lay both hands on the head of each person making
affirmation of baptism and say:
Stir up in _Sara/David the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Welcome
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young
child) as a representative of the congregation says:
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.




The ministers and those gathered at the font face the assembly. A representative of the
congregation addresses the assembly.

Let us welcome the newly baptized

and rejoice with those making public affirmation of baptism.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places.

Prayers of Intercession
(petitions)...Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
(prayer concludes)...Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Offering: Offertory in Classic Style (Broughton)

MEAL — We are built up and nourished to be the body of Christ in the world.



Offertory
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Offering prayer

Let us pray together. God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow

with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.




The Great Thanksgiving and Proper Preface
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Eucharistic Prayer (WQOV C)
Blessed are you, O holy God... now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread and Invitation to Communion
The joy of the Lord is our strength.

Come, eat this meal of gladness.

Please be seated.

Lamb of God
N .
| — I K .
by | ] | |
G —y———  — — ——— =
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
———— o — —
!@ v / d J\’ o [ B L & i . & d ﬁ
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
. — — o K
ot e} == ——— )
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
N
—1 — i |
HD—o ¢ 5 s o ¥ ¢ o
J D

sin of the world; grant us peace.



The proclamation is shared for those communing at home (online) or in pew with an
all-in-one kit.

Sharing the elements:

The Body of Christ given for you. The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Each person may respond:

Amen.

The leaders share Holy Communion.

The assembly is invited to come forward by the direction of the ushers by the center
aisle and receive Holy communion, then return via the side aisle.

We will receive by continuous distribution.

(8:00am) Please join us in singing the following Communion hymns:
# 449 We Know that Christ is Raised
#423 Shall We Gather

SENDING - We are set out to share hope and make disciples.

Post-Communion Blessing You are invited to stand.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray together:

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of
food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody
your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

Blessing
The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion,

and send you in love. Amen.

Sending Hymn # 454 Remember and Rejoice

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God. We will!

Postlude St. Anthony’s Chorale (Arr. Whitford)
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WE THANK TODAY’S SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Lectors: Kelly Perry

Acolytes: Ella Kanouff

Communion Assistants: Ann Wineman, Missy Houston
Ushers: Lloyd Fait

Altar Guild: Shirley Coulson, Deb Mertz

OFFICE HOURS M- Thursday is 9 am-2 pm and Friday is 9 am - 12 noon

SUNDAY 3:00 pm Grief Support Group
8 &10:30am Worship w/Communion 6:00 pm Bell Choir
9:15 Parents Breakfast 7:00 pm Adult Choir

11:45 Common Threads THURSDAY

MONDAY 9:45 PS Library
No Preschool 7:00 PM Boy Scouts

10:30 am & 1:00pm Quilting FRIDAY

6:00 pm Joyful Noise 8:00 am Sanctuary Reserved
TUESDAY 10:00 AM Ladies Bible Study
10am Prayer Shawl 11:00 PS Library

7:30 Compassionate Friends SATURDAY
WEDNESDAY 8:00 am Sanctuary Reserved
9:00 am PS Library 5:00 pm Worship with Communion

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are dedicated to the glory of God and in
memory of my Dad’s birthday by Sue and Denny Ernette.



A BIG THANK YOU: Thank you to all who helped in any way to enhance our
building during the Advent and Christmas seasons. The Live Wreaths and
Poinsettias that were sponsored were greatly appreciated. If you haven't taken
your sponsored poinsettia, please pick up this morning. Also a big thank you to
our decorating committee: Chad Altman, Doug Johnson, Joanne Gephart, Missy
Houston, Mary Lou Millward, Mary Ann Brown, Kerry Fitch and Lori Farrell. A
special thank you to Fred Wineman who works his magic to hang the live
wreaths on the front doors.

Book Study with Pastor Andrew — A Testament to Devotion by Thomas
R Kelly. This spiritual classic dives into the meaning of devotion and prayer
life. This book is for those who are interested in becoming more spiritually
mature. It is not a large book and is not a difficult read. The subject matter is
both dense and light! Due to schedules and possible winter weather, we will do
a zoom session on February 20" at 6:30pm {NOTE DATE CHANGE}. We will
use the main church zoom, a link will be sent out. Please, go ahead and order
your book. Let Pastor Andrew know if you have a hard time finding the book
or have any questions.

Bible Study On Paul’s Letters with Pastor Andrew —-most Mondays at
10am

January 13™ — Philemon | January 27, February 3 & 12 {NOTE DATE
CHANGE} - 1&2 Timothy & Titus

Q: Which single person besides Jesus had the greatest impact on the spread of
the Christian Church.

A: (Did you really need to check the answer!) Paull Come and Study the impact
of Paul’s teachings on discipleship for today.

Sunday January 26" Youth Group will meet at 5:30 pm — 7 pm

Calling all youth Kindergarten through High School...The next Harrold Zion
Community Youth Group meeting is Sunday, January 26" from 5:30-7pm. Come
learn about Noah’s Ark and his animals. We will be going on a journey two-by-
two with fun games, a science experiment and an edible craft!



January Clothing Drive Harrold_Zion will once again hold

the January Clothing Drive for the benefit of the Salvation Army in
Greensburg, and it runs until January 31. Gently used, clean items and new
items can be donated. PLEASE don't make bags or boxes too heavy for church
volunteers to lift up from the Communication Area and load into their vehicles
for delivery to the Salvation Army building in Greensburg. Thank you.

Harrold Zion Chili & Soup Cook-off and Bake-off

On Saturday January 18th we will be having our annual Chili and Soup Cook-
off competition and Bake-Off competition. It’s time to break out your favorite
secret family recipes’ and show off your culinary skills! Individuals may bring
in as many soup and/or chili crock pots, to be part of the competition, as they
would like. We will have a free-will donation for all attending the event and we
are asking for a donation of a can or two of soup to be donated for the
Westmoreland Food Bank. There is more information in the January
newsletter including details and rules. Sign-up in the communication to
participate.

TAKING COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND: We are in need of a few
people to volunteer to take communion to the homebound. If you would like to
participate in this ministry, please contact Pr. Caroline
(pastorcarolinehzlc@gmail.com).

PARENT’S BREAKFAST GROUP will meet in the Social Hall on Sunday,
January 12, at 9:15 AM. Join us for a time of breakfast and fellowship.

ATTENTION COMMITTEE LEADERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS: Please
email your report for the 2024 Annual Report to robynhzlc@gmail.com no later
than January 15. Thank you!
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PICK YOUR SEAT SUNDAY (January 11* & 12%) Pick Your Seat
playoffs, the Common Threads committee will be turning the church sanctuary
into a sports arena. To supplement your weekly giving, we will be promoting
our second annual “Pick Your Seat Sunday”. This is meant to be a fun social
activity and not force people from their comfort zone or life-long seat. This is a
great opportunity to meet new people and get out of your weekly routine and
sit someplace different in church. The front third of the church will be the
cheap bleacher seats ($1 per person), the middle third of the church will be the
Box seats ($5 per person) and the back third of the church will be the luxury
boxes ($10 per person seating). If you would like to participate, tickets will be
purchased in the Narthex. Stewardship Ushers will help you to your seats. We
hope you will join us for this different and fun event. Wear your favorite team
Jersey this day!

We are in need of a few more USHERS. We are planning for the next year
ahead. Would you prayerfully consider serving your Lord in this way? Please let
Rob Hepler or Pastor Fitch know if you are interested.

LUTHERLYN - SUMMER CAMP: Summer Staff 2025- we are looking for the
next incredible team of leaders to serve Lutherlyn’s 2025 Campers! If you know
of anyone who would make a great staff member at Lutherlyn, please encourage
them to check out: www.lutherlyn.com/summeremployment Applications are

being accepted NOW for the 2025 Summer Staff!

JIGSAW PUZZLE RACE NIGHT Friday February 7th 6:00pm, $10 a person
Come participate in Harrold Zion’s second puzzle race night and this time
there will be wine for purchase. No matter what your puzzling skills are, it
will be a night of fun, laughter, and competition. The concept is easy - get a
team of 2-4people and assembly a 500- piece puzzle as fast as you can. There
will be a prize awarded for the 1 st team finished. Pizza, non-alcoholic drinks,
and snacks will be provided, and each team will be provided a puzzle. Space is
limited to 15 teams. +Sign up in the communication center and indicate a
team captain. The team captain will be responsible for collecting the other
team members money to turn in. If you would like to participate but don’t
have a partner or team, no worries, sign up anyways; we’ve got you

covered! Any questions can be directed to Mandy Kanouff 724-433-9882


http://www.lutherlyn.com/summeremployment

ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

Altar Flowers: January 18,19 (2 Vases), January 25,26 (2 Vases)
Roses: January 18,19 (1 Rose),

January 25,26 (2 Roses)

Candle: January 18,19, January 25,26

Bulletin: January 18,19, January 25,26

To sponsor items, please sign up in the Communication Center

Church Staff and Office — 724-837-7327

Rev. Andrew Fitch, Senior Pastor pastorfitch@outlook.com
Rev. Caroline Clifford, PhD, Asst. Pastor pastorcarolinehzlc@gmail.com
Robyn Henry, Secretary robynhzlc@gmail.com
Laurie Racculia, Director of Music Ministries Iracculia@yahoo.com

Debby Schlegel, Custodian
Joanne Gebhardt, Sunday Organist
Melanie Altman, Saturday Organist
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