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THE HERALD

FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR PASTOR
Grace to you and peace,
As I say good-bye to you at the end of the month, this scripture verse comes to mind, “Finally,
brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” (2 Corinthians 13: 11) Sometimes I sense
that Saint Paul was the first interim pastor. He went from place to place, work for what we would
consider a short amount of time and moved on. It’s time for me to move on. I know, trust, and believe
that the work we accomplished during my time with you will bear fruit in due season. I also rest in the
assurance that when you look back at these days, you will be surprised at what things took root, and
what things simply passed by because they did not apply.
I have a way of answering questions that were never asked. One such question is, what called you,
meaning me, to interim ministry? The answer is simply that looking back on my life, interim ministry is
a way of putting words to what I have been doing my whole life. In the first five years of my life, my
parents moved four times, to the best of my recollection. The longest time I spent in any one place
was Kindergarten through High School. Since then I’ve moved or began new Navy assignments or
new interim calls, nineteen times. I venture to guess that that is quite a few more moves than most of
you who are reading this.
What keeps me going is this: I know, having grown up praying evening and morning prayer since I
was three years old, God takes the good that I was able to do and uses it for eternal purposes and
the ill that I did gets blown away like chaff in the wind. It is the love of God that compels me, it is the
forgiveness of God that allows me to continue. Along the way, I was blessed to find a companion for
my journey, my wife Mary Beth. We celebrate thirty-six years together as married folk with five adult
children. It looks like our way of life will continue “unto the next generations” as our children also
move about and explore different callings and vocations.
As I have closed most of my correspondence with you, I do so again, knowing that “The One who
began a good work in you will bring it to conclusion by the Day of the Lord (Philippians 1: 6).
Pray for me, as I pray for you, always in Christ Jesus.
Pastor James
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WORSHIP AT
HARROLD ZION

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
At the regular monthly meeting of Church Council on July 7,
2022, Pastor West's intentional interim pastoral agreement with
Harrold Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church was extended through
August 31, 2022. Pastor Caroline has graciously agreed to
assume pastoral responsibilities beginning on September 1,
2022 until a senior pastor is in place. On behalf of the
congregation, council wishes to thank Pastor West for his
service to the Kingdom of God, and especially to the Harrold
Zion Congregation. We wish Pastor and Mary Beth the best that
life has to offer as they pursue their next adventure. Pastor
West usually closes his written correspondence with the words,
"Pray for me, as I pray for you, always in Christ Jesus." To
Pastor West and Mary Beth, we now say, "Pray for us, as we
pray for you, always in Christ Jesus." The Lord watch between
me and thee, when we are absent one from another. (Genesis
31:49)

REGULAR WEEKLY WORSHIP
SERVICES
Sundays
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Saturdays
5:00 PM
(Communion is offered
every Saturday)
Wednesdays
Brief communion service
7:00 AM
Sunday, August 21st
10:30 AM
Joyful Noise Worship
(Same liturgy with contemporary
music)

MEETINGS AT
HARROLD ZION
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, August 4
6:30 PM
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Fellowship Committee
Sunday, August 14
11:45 AM
Property Committee
Monday, August 22
6:30 PM

FAREWELL BREAKFAST
Please join us on Sunday August 28, between 9:00 and 10:00
AM for a farewell breakfast. The Fellowship Committee is
sponsoring the breakfast. We will provide breakfast foods, such
as donuts, muffins, sweet rolls, fruit, juices and coffee. Come
wish Pastor West and Mary Beth the best on their next
adventure.

SEPTEMBER
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES DUE
Monday, August 5th
9:15 AM
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Email to tammyhzlc@gmail.com
or place in mailbox on
secretary door

“WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?”
Are you feeling inquisitive?
Please join Pastor Caroline
Wednesday evenings, from
6:30-7:30 PM in the church
Meeting Room for a Book
Study. The book is titled,
“What is the Gospel”, and is
written by Bishop Kurt. F.
Kusserow
(our
synod
bishop). It is a brief book
that is meant to get the
readers to think about the
Gospel and how it relates to
our own lives.
Please
contact Pastor Caroline for a
copy of the book. We will
gather every Wednesday
evening in August, except for
August 10

THE LILY PROJECT
This ministry, which began in
April 2019, provides “going
home” clothing for patients
undergoing
forensic
examination
at
Excela
Hospitals in Latrobe, Mount
Pleasant and Greensburg.
In order to continue this
project, your help is needed
to keep inventory levels filled
and available for patients.
This will be an ongoing
collection. A list with items
needed can be found in the
Communication
Center.
Donations can be placed in
the
bins
in
the
Communication Center.

FELLOWSHIP OUTDOOR
MOVIE NIGHT--"SING 2"
Fellowship is sponsoring an
outdoor movie August 19, at
8:00 PM at the pavilion. We
will be showing "Sing
2". Bring a blanket to lay on
the hillside or a lawn chair if
you prefer to sit. This event
was a huge hit last year and
we are exited to offer it
again. This is a family
friendly movie that ALL ages
will enjoy. Fellowship will
provide
POPCORN,
SNACKS,
&
BEVERAGES. Thrivent is
sponsoring this also. Come
rain or shine. The movie will
be shown in the Social Hall if
there
is
inclement
weather.
LOOKING
FORWARD TO SEEING
YOU THERE!!!

FELLOWSHIP-looking
ahead
September 11- Rally Day
October 14- 6:30 PM Family
Game Night in the Social
Hall
November 13- 1:00 PM
Steeler Watch in the Social
Hall
Watch the bulletins and
Newsletters for more details.

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
GROUP
A recent Gallup poll found
that 29% of people in the US
believe the Bible is a
collection of “fables, legends,
history and moral precepts
recorded
by
man.” Christianity is under
attack…in our schools, in the
media, on TV, and in our
culture.
With so much
negativity, one might even
begin to doubt and ask, ‘is
the New Testament even
reliable as an account of
what happened?’ At the
MEN’S BREAKFAST on
AUGUST 13TH, we’ll discuss
that topic and learn some
truths about how the New
Testament was transmitted
and why its account can be
trusted. Our time together is
intended to build confidence
in the New Testament and
what we read about the early
church.
Join us for
breakfast
at
8:00
AM.
We’ll conclude by
9:15 AM, so you’ll have the
rest of the day to go about
your
usual
Saturday
obligations. Ross Thompson
will lead this session.
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ATTENTION PARENTS!

We are still searching for
Leaders for Sunday Bible Study
classes. Children, Youth, Adult
leaders are needed.
Please contact Sheri Anderson
at 724-837-7327 or
hzlcyouth@gmail.com to
inquire.

DON’T DROP OFF YOUR
SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS
AND LEAVE, INSTEAD…
Join us for BREAKFAST. Sunday,
September 11, from 9:15-10:15.
We will meet in the area
adjacent to the kitchen.
Join us for a time of fellowship
and getting to know one
another. This is also a
wonderful time to get to know
other families here at Harrold
Zion. Your kids know each other
through Sunday School, let’s get
to know each other as parents.
We will continue to meet as a
group for breakfast on the 24nd
Sunday of each month.
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Join us for
the fun!!
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WE REACHED OUR GOAL!
In observance of our 250th Anniversary, we
raised enough money to purchase 250 goats!
Thank you for supporting this endeavor in
honor of 250 years!
THANK YOU
Thank you to the the A/V volunteers who
record the worship service each week: Sheri
Anderson, John Millward, Jack Molnar, and
Brad Zundel. Your time is appreciated.
Thank you to the congregation for the prayers,
cards and thoughts. I really appreciate it. I am
doing well. ~Marilynn Brown

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:
Marge Yates and family on the death of her
husband, Dale Yates.
Linda & Clay Nobles and family on the death of
Linda’s mother, Patricia Heer.
May the hope of the resurrection give them
peace.
A GIFT HAS BEEN RECEIVED TO THE
MEMORIAL FUND in loving memory of Dale
Yates by: Denny & Karen Henry.

ALL ABOUT KIDS PRESCHOOL
Preschool will be starting with orientation on September 6th and 7th. If your child is signed up, you
should have already received your orientation information as well as class start dates. All classes are
full, with a waiting list, at this time.
We are glad to be starting out the school year with full classes and masks optional.
Thanks to all that have supported us through the pandemic, it’s been a few rough years. Looking
forward to brighter days and full classes again.
For questions or more information, please contact Lisa Zundel at 412-554-4736
Sincerely,
Ms. Lisa, Ms. Sharon, Ms. Jen, Ms . Debby and Ms. Jessica
All About Kids
Preschool

CAR & MOTORCYCLE CRUISE TO BENEFIT
TRI-CITY MEALS ON WHEELS
Sunday, August 21, from 12:00 Noon to 4:00
PM at Route 30 @ Mt. View (across from
Speedway).
There will be a DJ, basket auction, bake sale,
food, drinks, 50/50 and more. Also, dash
plaques and goodie bags to the first 50. This
event is rain or shine. For more information,
contact Gene Sasso @ 724-875-1270,
gsasso50@gmail.com.

OVERDOSE AWARENESS DAY
On Wednesday, August 31, from 4:00 to 6:00
PM, there will be a community-wide, familyfriendly, event at Twin Lakes, Pavilion #2, to
honor the lives of those lost and find hope for a
brighter tomorrow free of addictions. Hosted
by Westmoreland Drug & Alcohol Commission,
etc., a keynote speaker, memorial display, food
& refreshments, a DJ, resource table, FREE
Narcan and training, activities and more. Free
t-shirt for the first 100 participants. For more
information or questions about this event
contact Breane Minardi at 724-243-2220, ext.
4450 or email bminardi@wedacinc.org .
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COUNCIL MEETING July 7, 2022
CALL TO ORDER: 6:30
Present: Rick Yaksik, Bob Majcher, Jack Molnar, John Millward, Don Freeman, Shawn Carolan, Josh
Chenoweth, Tammy Hilland, Pastor Caroline, Kim Elias, Bob Eicher, Joanne Gebhardt, Bonnie Free, Ross
Thompson and Pastor West
Devotion by Pastor West
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Minutes approved as read.
TREASURERS REPORT: Report provided by Bob Majcher. Motion to approve report by Shawn Carolan.
Second by Rick Yaksick. Motion carried.
SENIOR PASTOR’S REPORT: As this marks our eighteenth month together, in the twenty-first month since Pr
John’s retirement, it is good to recap the accomplishments of our work together.
The first achievement was Pastor Caroline’s pastoral leadership of the staff from 1 Nov. through the first
months of 2021. The resumption of in person worship in February was remarkable.
The next milestone was establishing a weekly routine under new pastoral leadership. “We hadn’t done it this
way before.” Getting used to a new pastor, though temporary, is the way a congregation learns to adjust and
adapt. Rolling with the punches, as it were, prepares the staff for the adjustments and adaptations that will
come with the next regularly called senior pastor.
The next step was working with the Transition Team. It was a new concept for the congregation. The pandemic
made what had been routine for me, a new and challenging experience for me. We weren’t able to have in
home meetings or larger gatherings in the church. The Town Hall meeting, around the time of Rally Day,
marked a turning point. We discovered and agreed to work on programs and activities for that middle group of
20-45 year-olds. The Sunday meeting with parents and children that followed identified people who later
became active in the educational programs of the congregation.
The Vacation Bible School of 2021 and 2022 boosted morale for all of us. The steady programming of the All
About Kids Preschool demonstrated that we will get through both the pandemic and the interim.
It was a grave disappointed when the triennial Youth Gathering scheduled for Minneapolis was cancelled. The
Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Sheri Anderson, and I had made some preliminary plans for a youth
trip to D.C. My contact pastor in the Metro D.C. Synod, like us, had too many prior commitments to add
something new.
The Personnel Committee has produced an employee manual for council’s review. It reviewed the position
descriptions of our staff. The Mission and Vision Team is presenting their work to us tonight. Pastor Caroline
has been working on the Model Constitution. The work is ready for the task force to review it. The Stewardship
Committee has found ways to make the program
more robust, moving beyond an annual presentation to one that is seasonal, almost monthly. By the way, we
did raise enough money to fund 250 goats for the World Hunger Appeal.
The Mutual Ministry Committee met for the first time in June and is scheduled to meet monthly through the
Summer and bimonthly during the rest of the year.
This month marks the beginning of our church secretary, Tammy Hilland, working full time so she has the time
to do all the things that need to get done in the administration of the congregation.
The Worship and Music Committee continues to accomplish great things. Perhaps the biggest achievement
learning to work with this interim pastor.
The Evangelism Committee is on track for another outstanding Rally Day. The Fellowship Committee has
some entertaining ideas for the months ahead. Stand by.
Social Ministry works steadily to ensure the needs of the most vulnerable in our community are cared for.
Property keeps things running well.
And, drum roll, the 250th Anniversary Committee is working overtime now to produce a weekend to remember
at the end of the month.
The best is yet to come.
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Pray for me, as I pray for you, always in Christ Jesus.
Pastor James West
ASSISTANT PASTOR’S REPORT: Preaching & Worship – Pr. West wanted to me to preach one weekend for
the months of June and July, but will return to normal starting in August. We will be having a 5 PM confirmation
for Carson Chenowith on Saturday, July 9th.
Visitation – Visitation has been busy again this month. Visits include in person and over the phone for
homebound, loss of family, and illness (hospital).
Special Events –. I participated in Food2Go4Kids. I also had a phone meeting with Arianna Drive-Hoeg for
Prepare and Enrich. I have been doing an online class for this, to facilitate premarital counseling (cost $250 as
part of my continuing education).
Christian Education – After discussion with Sheri and Pr. West, I will be doing one of the confirmation classes
starting in the fall.
Meetings –
Pr. James meetings: 1 time per week with immediate staff, 1 time per week with all the staff, and 1-3 times per
week between the two of us.
Synod Ministry Committee meetings: (I am the secretary): We were to meet in June, but because of vacations,
the meeting didn’t take place. The meeting was elated to the Lay School of Theology and will take place later.
Lutheran Campus Board of Pittsburgh (I am the secretary for the board): I have decided to not do this next
year due to being busy at the church.
Synod: The synod ministerium meets monthly. We had Synod Assembly in June.
Greensburg Lutheran Cluster: Pastor bible study on a weekly basis, on Tuesdays. A special meeting will be
held on July 12th at Brush Creek as the bishop will be attending.
Church committee meetings: I continue meeting with the personnel committee to discuss providing an
employee handbook and as well as addressing policies for a new pastor. We are close to putting together the
manual. I am modifying the document that was obtained from the ELCA, to fit our situation here at HZLC. It has
been completed and is in the hands of the council for approval. I have also completed finishing up the update
of the constitution for the 2019 version. I have also been attending Worship and Music, executive council, and
stewardship meetings. I am on the Social Ministry Outreach Committee and kept up communication with the
chair, Linda Boyer.
Funerals, Baptisms, and Weddings –I have presided for one funeral, and am meeting with a parent about
getting their child baptized and possibly joining the church.
Highlights: The main highlight is the 250th anniversary weekend. I will attend a few of the meetings prior to the
main event. I am working on getting certified as a Facilitator for Prepare and Enrich, a training program for
premarital counseling. I completed the church handbook and will submit the revision of the church constitution
(it has been completed).
Blessings, Pastor Caroline Clifford
FAMILY MINISTY CORRDINATOR REPORT: My past month has been filled with covid recovery, the busy
task of preparing, set up, initiating and cleanup from Vacation Bible school. With all that, I took some time off.
Now I will be working on Confirmation classes, Sunday School, Youth and Family Events and personally
preparing to resume my continuing education goals.
COMMUNICATIONS: No report.
AUDIT COMMITTEE: No Report.
CALL COMMITTEE: No Report.
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: No Report.
YOUTH AND FAMILY COMMITTEE: Scheduling Family Splash day, Possible family craft night, Talent show
and Gift and Talents show.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Recruiting leaders, reviewing curriculum and creating adult studies.
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE: No Report.
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE: The Fellowship Committee met June 12th.
June 17th was Nunsense at St.Vincent. It was well attended and received.
The Bike blessing was held June 19th at 1:00pm. Thanks to all the participants.
Aug. 19th at 8:00pm will be a movie night. Bring your chairs and blankets. The title will be decided.
Sept 11th will be rally day.
October 14th will be Family Game Night. Time TBA.
FINANCE COMMITTEE: No Report
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE:

MISSION AND VISION COMMITTEE: No report.
MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE: The Mutual Ministry Committee met on June 14th. Present were Pastor
West, Pastor Clifford, Jack Molnar, Ross Thompson, Jeanne Toohey, Jackie Nestor and John Millward. We did
some preliminary work reviewing Chapter 4 “Mutual Ministry” from the book “Pastor and People”. Discussion
followed. The next meeting will be July 12th at 6:30.
NOMINATION COMMITTEE: No report.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: No report.
PRESCHOOL COMMITTEE: No Report
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE: A piece of soffit channel came off the roof near the main entrance and will be
replaced ASAP. The church beams will be stained near the end of July as will the picnic tables in the pavilion.
The Social Hall is to be painted August 13th beginning at 9:30 A.M. The double doors between the Church and
Education Building are sticking and need some TLC. Two new lavaliere microphones have been purchased.
One to replace the troublesome over the ear microphone and one to replace the lavaliere microphone that
broke.
SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH COMMITTEE: No Report.
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: No Report.
PERC COMMITEE: No report.
WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE: No Report.
OLD BUSINESS: Motion by Rick Yacksic to leave bell choir tables at the front of the sanctuary as is. Second
by Shawn Carolan. Motion carried.
Motion to postpone directory until new pastor is established or know by Shawn Carolan. Second by Don
Freeman.
NEW BUSINESS: Motion to go into executive session to discuss Interim extension by Ross Thompson.
Second by Joanne Gebhardt. Discussion followed. Motion failed 7-6.
Motion to extend the interim pastor contract until August 31, 2022 by Bob Majcher. Second by Kim Elias.
Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by bob Majcher. Second by Shawn Carolan. Motion carried.

2022 Church Council and
Committees Served
Shawn Carolan - Fellowship
Josh Chenoweth, Secretary - Audit
Bob Eicher – Cemetery, Personnel
Kim Elias – Social Ministry
Bonny Free – Call, Investment
Don Freeman - Stewardship
Joanne Gebhardt – Worship & Music
Bob Majcher, Treasurer – Finance, Investment
John Millward, Vice President - Property
Jack Molnar, President – Nominating, Preschool
Ross Thompson - Evangelism
Rick Yaksic – Mission & Vision
*Council reps for Youth & Family, Christian Ed. &
Mutual Ministry to be determined.
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AUGUST WORSHIP PARTICIPANT SCHEDULES
LECTORS - *If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please call or email Tammy in
the office (724-837-7327 or tammyhzlc@ gmail.com).
AUGUST 7 8:00 AM TBA; 10:30 AM LINDA THOMPSON
AUGUST 14 8:00 AM LINDA BOYER; 10:30 AM ROSS THOMPSON
AUGUST 21 8:00 AM BERNIE ZUNDEL; 10:30 AM JODIE HAYES
AUGUST 28 8:00 AM BETH HOLSOPPLE; 10:30 AM DORIS MCALISTER
SEPTEMBER 4
8:00 AM LOUISE HENRY; 10:30 AM JOHN MILLWARD
ACOLYTES
AUGUST 7 8:00 AM EMILY DANSAK; 10:30 AM NINA TYLER
AUGUST 14 8:00 AM HEIDI KOEHL; 10:30 AM ELLA KANOUFF
AUGUST 21 8:00 AM GRACE DANSAK; 10:30 AM KELSEY COPPETTI
AUGUST 28 8:00 AM KATELYN HOLSOPPLE; 10:30 AM CALEB HEASLEY
SEPTEMBER 4
8:00 AM ELI BITNER; 10:30 AM HAILEY UHRINEK
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
*If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please call Susie Eicher.
AUGUST 6/7
5:00 PM TBD
8:00 AM DON FREEMAND, DENISE HARSHMAN
10:30 AM MANDY KANOUFF, LLOYD FAIT
AUGUST 13/14
5:00 PM TBD
AUGUST 20/21
5:00 PM TBD
AUGUST 27/28
5:00 PM TBD
SEPTEMBER 3/4
5:00 PM TBD
8:00 AM BOB EICHER, BERNIE ZUNDEL
10:30 AM KIM ELIAS, DAN MCALISTER
USHERS FOR SUNDAY SERVICES
*If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please call Rob Hepler.
8:00 AM JASON BARNHART
10:30 AM BONNY FREE, KEVIN KURIMSKY
ALTAR GUILD:
LISA ZUNDEL, RITA HEASLEY
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AUGUST 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

31
1
2
250th Anniversary 10:00 AM Quilting
Celebration
(MR)
10:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM
Luncheon

3
7:00 AM
Communion
Service
9:30 AM Staff
Meeting
6:30 PM Book
Study (MR)
7:00 PM
Photography
Class (SH)

4
6:30 PM Council
Meeting (MR)

5

6
5:00 PM
Communion

7
8
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Communion
2:00 PM Family
Splash Day!

10
7:00 AM
Communion
Service
9:30 AM Staff
Meeting
*No book study*
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12

13
8:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast (SH)
5:00 PM
Communion

PAINTING IN
HALL

PAINTING IN
HALL

PAINTING IN
HALL

PAINTING IN
HALL

17
7:00 AM
Communion
Service
9:30 AM Staff
Meeting
6:30 PM Book
study (MR)

18

19
20
7:00 PM Outdoor 2:00 PM Baptism
moving night
5:00 PM
Communion
5:00 PM Backpack
blessing

21
22
23
8:00 & 10:30 AM 6:30 PM Property 10:00 AM Knitting
Backpack blessing Committee (L)
Ministry
10:30 AM Joyful
Noise
11:45 AM
Evangelism
Committee

24
7:00 AM
Communion
Service
9:30 AM Staff
Meeting
6:30 PM Book
study (MR)

25

26

28
29
30
9:00 AM Farewell 10:00 AM Quilting
breakfast
Ministry (MR)

31
Sept. 1
7:00 AM
6:30 PM Council
Communion
Meeting (MR)
Service
9:30 AM Staff
Meeting
10:00 AM
Newsletter mailing
(MR)
6:30 PM Book
study (MR)

14
11:45 AM
Fellowship
Committee

9
10:00 AM Knitting
(MR)
7:30 PM
Compassionate
Friends (SH &
Pavilion)

15
16
8:00 AM
September
newsletter articles
due

PAINTING IN
HALL

27
5:00 PM
Communion

Sept. 2
Sept. 3
10:00 AM Ladies 5:00 PM
Bible Study
Communion
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Family Splash Day – page 4
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Church staff
Rev. James West
Intentional Interim Pastor
PastorJWesthzlc@gmail.com
Rev. Caroline Clifford, PhD
Assistant Pastor
pastorcarolinehzlc@gmail.com
Sheri Anderson
Family Ministry Coordinator
724-837-7327
hzlcyouth@gmail.com
Tammy Hilland
Secretary
724-837-7327
tammyhzlc@gmail.com
Laurie Racculia
Director of Music Ministries

“When the time is right,
I, the Lord,
will make it happen.”
~Isaiah 60:22

Joanne Gebhardt
Organist
Melanie Altman
Organist
Debby Schlegel
Custodian
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